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4. Chemicals Regulation Division – report 
 
Regulation 1107/2009 
 
Information about EU developments is published on the Commission’s website at 
Phytopharmaceuticals (europa.eu).  Some time may elapse between a meeting and 
publication of the summary report, particularly as regards the Legislation Section.  Its 
most recently published report is for the meeting in January 2022, where the 
Committee voted (inter alia) in favour of new approval criteria, data requirements and 
uniform principles for evaluation and authorisation of PPPs containing micro-
organisms.  The measures are now subject to scrutiny by the Council and the 
Parliament. 
 
Following publications of decisions on the approval of the active substances in the 
EU, the following grace periods have been set withdrawing authorisations in NI: 
 
Indoxacarb 

- for sale and supply on 19 March 2022 
- for storage, disposal and use on 19 September 2022 

 
Isopyrazam 

- for sale and supply on 8 September 2022 
- for storage, disposal and use on 8 December 2022 

 
Great Britain has been independent of the EU since 1 January 2021.  Nevertheless, 
the legislation for regulating plant protection products remains essentially the same 
as the EU’s, with necessary adjustments made to enable it to operate in the national 
context.  All active substances approved in GB can be found on the GB Pesticides 
Approvals Register. 
 
CRD continues to develop processes for the review of active substance approvals in 
GB, including how the assessments of other jurisdictions such as the EU might be 
taken into account nationally.  Approvals of active substances which were within 
three years of expiry on 1 January 2021 have been extended by three years, to allow 
time for national review.  Further information about the national review process will 
be issued in due course. 
 
HSE may also undertake ad hoc reviews under Art. 21 of retained Regulation 
1107/2009.  Following the decision of the producer not to submit confirmatory data, 
HSE has reviewed the approval of the active substance alpha-cypermethrin and 
proposes to withdraw the approval.  The GB Administrations have been consulted, 
and Defra is currently considering whether notification to the World Trade 
Organisation is required. 
 
 
Regulation 396/2005 – Maximum Residue Levels (MRLs) 
 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/horizontal-topics/committees/paff-committees/phytopharmaceuticals_en#meetings_2020
https://www.hse.gov.uk/pesticides/pesticides-registration/uk-active-substances-register.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/pesticides/pesticides-registration/uk-active-substances-register.htm


As is the position for Regulation 1107/2009, information about voted EU MRL 
proposals and regulatory developments considered by the SCoPAFF (Residues) 
committee is published on the Commission’s website - Phytopharmaceuticals 
(europa.eu).  Again, please note that some time may elapse between a meeting and 
publication of the summary report. The most recent published report is for the 
meeting in April 2022.  
 
At the end of the Transition Period, Great Britain adopted all EU MRLs in force as at 
31/12/2020 as GB MRLs.  From 1/1/21 GB has set its own MRLs.   
 
All GB MRLs are set by means of inclusion in a statutory Register which can be 
found via the following link: https://secure.pesticides.gov.uk/MRLs/Main 
 
GB will continue to set MRLs to address new or amended uses of plant protection 
products, or to address import tolerance requests. 
 
There will be no scheduled GB MRL active reviews for the first 3 years following the 
end of the Transition Period. However, GB will institute reactive reviews of 
information or data that come to light indicating that existing GB MRLs might present 
consumer safety risks.  
 
New and raised GB MRLs - details 
 
Since the last meeting’s report, new/raised MRLs have been set for fluxapyroxad, 
oxathiapiprolin, sulfoxaflor, cyantraniliprole and cinmethylin.  
 
Details of evaluation reports, reasoned opinions and decision documents supporting 
recently agreed proposed raised GB MRLs are included on an excel spreadsheet 
that can be downloaded from the following link: New MRLs (hse.gov.uk). Simply click 
on the link to the excel spreadsheet at the bottom of the page under the section 
‘Search for evaluation reports, reasoned opinions and decision documents’.  
 
Reviewed GB MRLs - details 
 
Details of draft and final reasoned opinions, decision documents, SPS notifications 
and status updates arising from reactive GB MRL reviews can be downloaded from 
the following link: MRL reviews (hse.gov.uk). Click on the link given at the bottom of 
the page under the final section ‘Updates on MRL reviews’ where it states ‘Search 
for draft and final reasoned opinions, decision documents, SPS notifications and 
status updates for MRL reviews’.  
 
Since the last meeting a number of review based proposals have been notified via 
the WTO SPS process – concerning chlorothalonil, ethoprophos, fenamidone, 
methiocarb, propiconazole and pymetrozine.  
 
EU and Northern Ireland 
 
EU MRLs continue to apply in Northern Ireland under the terms of the Northern 
Ireland Protocol.   
 



For more information contact Russell Wedgbury at HSE’s 
Chemicals Regulation Directorate (Russell.Wedgbury@hse.gov.uk). 
 
 
Implementation of the UK Internal Market Act 
 
New UKIM guidance on mutual recognition is available via the following link: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/complying-with-the-uk-internal-market-
act-2020/complying-with-the-uk-internal-market-act-2020-for-trade-in-goods-
guidance-for-traders 
 
Parties with an interest may find it useful to be aware of this guidance as it applies to 
moving goods from NI to GB and relying on unfettered market access (whereby 
goods complying with EU MRLs can be placed on the GB market). There is likely to 
be only limited immediate impact as there is relatively little divergence between EU 
and GB MRLs as matters stand. Nevertheless, divergence will increase over time, so 
it is useful to be aware of expectations. 
 
 
Monitoring Programme 2021 
 
The final report of 2021 is due to be published, on schedule, at the beginning of July 
2022. 
 
HSE have begun to draft the Annual Report for 2021 which will reflect the regulatory 
and operational changes put in place following EU Exit including this being the first 
annual report where the programme will publish the results separately for NI surveys. 
Due to this, the annual results will be reported differently to previous years. There 
will be two reports, one from HSE as the competent authority that will include the 
results as well as detail of the risk assessments carried out and follow-up action 
taken. The other will be a PRiF annual report, which will include information on the 
committee, commentary on the monitoring programme’s results and the work of the 
committee during 2021. Due to the additional work to create two reports they will be 
published later than usual towards the end of 2022. 
 
Chlorate residues after 28 June 2020 updated  
 
The quarterly and rolling reporting results analysed for 2021 showed the number of 
chlorate residues reported non-compliant have continued to fall following the 
introduction of raised MRLs. HSE continues to apply the appropriate application of 
the footnote, differentiating between residues arising from the use of chlorate in 
maintaining a hygiene regime during production and processing, and those that arise 
from inputs before processing takes place.  
 
The PRiF and HSE are working with the government departments responsible on 
future presentation of chlorate results in infant food surveys. The infant food results 
will be published in the Quarter 4 2021 report, wording provided by the Department 
of Health and Social Care (DHSC) will be included to inform readers of the joined-up 
approach that is being taken between government departments to consider what 
appropriate steps can be taken. 



 
2022 
 
The 2022 monitoring plan has been established and sampling has commenced for 
Q1 and Q2 2022 in both GB and NI. The first report of 2022 is due to be published in 
September 2022. The competitive tendering exercise launched in 2021 for sample 
collection in GB and NI has now closed and a decision is pending.  The pesticide 
analysis contract for NI samples, which calls for applications from official laboratories 
in member states or European Economic only, is also closed and a decision pending 
All current analytical requirements are being fulfilled by existing facilities in the 
interim. 
 
Mailing list  
 
News on results and future events will first be included in Monitoring programme 
results emails.  Contact the HSE monitoring team at 
pesticideresiduesteam@hse.gov.uk to be added to the list. 
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