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UK Research and Innovation

UKRI is the UK’s largest public funder of 

research and innovation

We invest over £8 billion a year to advance 

our understanding of society and the world 

around us and deliver benefits for society, the 

economy and environment

Our organisations comprises nine councils

We work with businesses and academia, 

across disciplines and sectors, and between 

the UK and its international partners.



Business

BBSRC

Research 
Base

BBSRC invests to support the sector to develop and that are 

responsive to the needs of business.

Understanding the context and motivations for agri-food 

businesses and supportive industries to engage with 

academic research is critical to BBSRC’s aims. 

The UK needs growing and profitable businesses that help 

achieve its economic, societal and environmental goals. 

This applies to businesses in every part of the sector. 

BBSRC has a role to underpin and enable businesses to 

identify growth opportunities and to access innovations. 

This will include connecting to the needs of the entire 

supply-chain from producers to consumers.

BBSRC supports collaboration for agri-food



Delivering more productive, healthy, 

resilient and sustainable agriculture and 

horticulture food systems

• Sustainable agricultural and horticultural 

systems

• Crop and farmed animal health

• Food safety and nutrition

• Reducing waste

• Understanding and exploiting genomics

• Precision and smart technologies

BBSRC invested £140m in 

bioscience for sustainable food 

production in 2020/21



• £2M to support pump-priming projects to initiate partnerships between academia 
and the agricultural and horticultural sectors.

• We aim to fund up to forty projects (up to £50k each) to address research questions 
and innovation needs that are directly related to crop pests and diseases that are 
a significant threat to UK production.

• Crop pest and disease targets have been identified through AHDB engagement with grower 
panels as part of UK national risk register.

• The funds will improve the UK’s capability to manage novel and emerging threats, while 

supporting the resilience of the sector, and the progression to more sustainable production. 
Projects must include industry partners and contributions.

More info & how to apply: www.ukri.org/opportunity/ Email: business@bbsrc.ukri.org

We are investing to enable research and innovation for new controls, 

strategies and approaches to manage crop pest and disease threats for 

farmers and growers in the UK.

Partnerships for crop pests and diseases 

in agriculture and horticulture

Webinar events

21 & 23 June 

Application deadline 

3 August 2022

mailto:business@bbsrc.ukri.org


BBSRC Business and Academia 
Prosperity Partnership

• £11 million available to support projects up to five years

• Looking for established research partnerships between 

business and academic institutions

• A matched cash contribution is required from industry (see 

‘What we’re looking for’ for eligible cash contributions)

• Outline stage deadline: 08 September 2022

Contact: Alastair Gibbons for further information

Email: business.unit@bbsrc.ukri.org

Web link

mailto:business.unit@bbsrc.ukri.org
https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/bbsrc-business-and-academia-prosperity-partnership/


Collaborative Research

Industrial Partnership Awards (IPA)

• leverage a 10% cash investment from the 

industry partner.

• more fundamental academic-led research.

BBSRC LINK

• leverage a 50% cash and/or in-kind 

contribution from the industry partner

• more applied research with significant industry 

involvement.

IPA and LINK enable industry partners to leverage 

investment in a research project conducted at a 

UK Research Organisation (RO). 



Farming Innovation Programme 
Research starter pilot - EoI Round 2

The Transforming Food Production Initiative team supports the delivery of 
collaborative R&D projects to improve the productivity, sustainability, 
resilience of the agri-food sector as it progresses towards net-zero goals.

Farming, growing and forestry businesses are invited to submit Expressions 

of Interest for feasibility projects supported from a £1M fund.

The aim of this competition is to:

• investigate early-stage solutions for productivity, sustainability, and resilience.

• prioritise solutions with positive outputs for farmers, growers or foresters.

• accelerate development of new agricultural solutions by enabling partnerships.

Applications must be led by an active farming, growing or forestry business of any 

size based in England. Awards are for £28k-£56k, starting from 1 April 2023 and 

finishing by 31 March 2024

https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/1158/

Application deadline 

6 July 2022

https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/competition/1158/


Contact
James Phillips

Business Interaction Unit

BBSRC-UKRI

james.phillips@bbsrc.ukri.org

www.bbsrc.ukri.org


