HM Revenue
& Customs

Customs Declaration Service: You must stop using the document code ‘999L°
for imports

Dear Customer,

We are writing to you as you have recently used waiver document code ‘999L’ when
submitting import declarations through the Customs Declaration Service (CDS).

This waiver document code is used for ex-heading goods, which are goods that may
not have documentary or licensing requirements.

After 31 January 2024, waiver document code ‘999L’ will be permanently removed
for use on import declarations.

If you use the 999L waiver document code for imports after 31 January 2024, your
declaration will not be accepted. This means your goods will be delayed at the
border.

What you should use instead

We previously wrote to you advising that we had published new national waiver
document codes to the UK Tariff. These should be used instead of 999L when
submitting your import declarations.

These national waiver codes are in addition to the EU waiver documents codes that
should be used for other import measures. They are available within the Trade Tariff
on GOV.UK. If you have not already done so, you should start using these codes
straightaway where a waiver is applicable.

Pre-lodged import declarations made before 31 January 2024 that arrive after this
date will be rejected unless the correct waiver document code has been supplied in
place of 999L.

If you make import declarations on behalf of others, please make your customers
aware of these changes. This will make sure they continue to provide you with the
information needed for their declarations.

Help and support

Further information about these national waiver document codes, including how to
use them, is available on GOV.UK
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https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/data-element-23-documents-and-other-reference-codes-of-the-customs-declaration-service-cds
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/customs-declaration-service-cds-waiver-codes-for-imports-replacing-999l

Please be aware that waivers can be added or amended to align with legislation.

If you export goods, you should also prepare for waiver document code ‘999L’ being
permanently removed for use on export declarations after 31 January 2025. You can
find the latest information explaining the codes needed to import and export certain
commodities on GOV.UK

For more information, you can:

1. read the latest Customs Declaration Service guidance and access example
Import declarations on GOV.UK.

2. watch our videos and recorded webinars on topics like imports, exports and
rules of origin on the HVIRC YouTube channel.

Here to help

If you have any questions, please contact us through your usual channels of
communication or through your Account Manager or Customer Compliance
Manager, if you have one.

Kind regards,

HMRC
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https://www.trade-tariff.service.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/customs-declaration-service
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fget-help-using-example-declarations-for-imports-to-great-britain-from-the-rest-of-the-world&data=04%7C01%7Candy.fuentes%40hmrc.gov.uk%7C6b0a01f3045f404c1fe308d9da58aabc%7Cac52f73cfd1a4a9a8e7a4a248f3139e1%7C0%7C0%7C637780896616982931%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=IMnJma3zmXcLTp1xmUqTB46VRqT6caou%2BBX5NzZ1Ykk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fget-help-using-example-declarations-for-imports-to-great-britain-from-the-rest-of-the-world&data=04%7C01%7Candy.fuentes%40hmrc.gov.uk%7C6b0a01f3045f404c1fe308d9da58aabc%7Cac52f73cfd1a4a9a8e7a4a248f3139e1%7C0%7C0%7C637780896616982931%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=IMnJma3zmXcLTp1xmUqTB46VRqT6caou%2BBX5NzZ1Ykk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiA1bfP8Mz2AhVilFwKHQl1AF4QFnoECAcQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCX03s8aGilPqvp992meZd6w&usg=AOvVaw3IsbxvejQ0rn_iOVoeaunz
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/hm-revenue-customs/contact/customs-international-trade-and-excise-enquiries
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/hm-revenue-customs/contact/customs-international-trade-and-excise-enquiries

